











We may not always
achieve every one

of our goals, but we
have managed to
keep midwifery very
much on the minds
of the legislators.

Jo Anne Myers-Ciecko at the
Washington State Capitol

A Report on the 2010 Legislative Session

It was a mixed year for MAWS on the legislative front. We were
successful in preserving the state’s Midwifery Advisory Committee so
that midwives can continue to provide their expertise as part of the
initial review of cases brought to the Department of Health.

The anti-shackling legislation that we supported was signed into law by
Governor Gregoire back in March. It’s hard to believe that we actually
needed to pass a law to prohibit the inhumane practice of shackling
pregnant women during labor, but at least now incarcerated women

in Washington State will be able to give birth with the dignity and the
safety that all women deserve. Kudos to Sara Ainsworth at Legal Voice
for her impressive advocacy and leadership on this issue.

In a year with an unprecedented budget shortfall, we did manage to
keep the midwifery licensing fee from increasing dramatically. During
the final budget negotiation process, however, a $50 increase in our fee
was approved—beginning in July 2010, it will cost $500 to renew your
midwifery license. We had lobbied for a $25 increase in our licensing
fee that would give us access to HEAL-WA, the on-line University of
Washington Health Sciences Library system. Unfortunately, although
the HEAL-WA bill we introduced passed unanimously out of the House,
it died in the Senate. Our indefatigable lobbyist, Amber Ulvenes, worked
hard behind the scenes to try to revive the HEAL-WA bill and it seemed
promising because we had a champion in Rep. Eileen Cody, chair of the
House Health Care Committee. Rep. Cody appreciated that the midwives
were asking to be put into the HEAL-WA legislation while other health
care professions were trying to get out. We’ll continue to work on this
issue with her and remain optimistic that licensed midwives will gain
access to HEAL-WA next year.

Both the House and the Senate Health Care Committees are planning to
look at the licensing fee structure for the health care professions during
the interim. MAWS will monitor these discussions and provide input.
We are also eager to work in the coming months with Rep. Eileen Cody
and Sen. Karen Keiser on women’s health care issues which they both
have indicated will be a priority during the 2011 legislative session.

Thank you to all of you who showed up on Lobby Day and to those of you
who contacted your representatives and senators and had your clients do
so, too. We may not always achieve every one of our goals, but we have
managed to keep midwifery very much on the minds of the legislators.
We feel confident that, with the implementation of healthcare reform

and the growing emphasis on cost containment and quality of care, the
benefits of midwifery care will increasingly be recognized.




MAWS 2010 Spring Conference

Birth in Balance: Attitudes and Practice--
Integrating What We Know

The recently released “Blueprint for Action” based on last year’s
Childbirth Connection Symposium includes a goal of cross-training
among providers of maternity care. In the spirit of furthering this goal,
MAWS is excited to offer a cross-disciplinary spring conference that we
hope will attract a wide array of maternity care providers. We hope to
see midwives, OBs, Family Practice physicians, OB and Family Practice
residents, OB nurses, doulas, and childbirth educators. We are especially
interested in welcoming hospital-based providers for an opportunity to
share our respective perspectives.

As a keynote speaker MAWS is pleased to welcome Michael Klein, MD
from British Columbia. For anyone not familiar with Michael Klein, he
was one of the principals on the recent home birth study out of BC and
is outspoken in his support for midwifery and normal birth. Aside from
the home birth research, Michael is eager to present findings around the
attitudes towards birth of different types of care providers.

\“’ /

Penny Simkin will speak about her
recently published work on the
Occiput Posterior Fetus; Molly Gray
ND/LM will speak about toxins in
pregnancy (Molly recently testified at
a Senate hearing on this topic); and
Sheila Capestany will be discussing
the superb outcomes from the Open
Arms Community Doula Project.

Please take a moment to invite
your colleagues to attend. More
information as well as online
registration can be found at
www.birthinbalance.org.
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It’s not too late to register for the MAWS 2010 Spring Conference
Visit www.birthinbalance.org for details and registration




