
MAWS Position Statement:
Planned Births at Home and in Freestanding Birth Centers

by Women Under the Primary Maternity Care of Midwives in Washington

Women choose to birth at home and in freestanding birth centers for reasons of safety and
quality of care.
Quality of care indicators such as support for normal physiologic birth, lower intervention rates, provider
continuity, and the ability to personalize care lead to high levels of satisfaction. These hallmarks of
midwifery practice also enhance safety, and are among the primary reasons women choose to birth at
home and at birth centers.

The safety of planned birth at home and in freestanding birth centers with midwives is
supported by best evidence.
The best quality studies verify that planned birth at home and in freestanding birth centers with midwives
results in excellent outcomes. Mothers experience lower rates of induction, epidural anesthesia,
cesarean section, operative vaginal delivery, episiotomy and infection. Babies have lower incidence of
prematurity, low birth weight, and resuscitation. Babies breastfeed longer and with less difficulty.
Neonatal mortality rates for the newborns of healthy women are comparable between births in hospitals
and births planned at home and in birth centers.  Current Research Link

Women’s right to choose planned births at home and in freestanding birth centers has
overwhelming health policy support.
National and International maternalchild health organizations agree that quality birth services at home
and in freestanding birth centers should be available for women who choose them. Such organizations
include, but are not limited to:

• Association of Women’s Health, Obstetric, and Neonatal Nurses (AWHONN)
• American Public Health Association (APHA)
• National Perinatal Association (NPA)
• Coalition for Improving Maternity Services (CIMS)
• International Confederation of Midwives (ICM)
• National Association of Certified Professional Midwives (NACPM)
• American College of NurseMidwives (ACNM)
• Midwives Alliance of North America (MANA)
• Childbirth Connection
• Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG)
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Midwives licensed by Washington State are recognized as qualified primary maternity care
providers and may offer planned births at home, in freestanding birth centers or in hospitals.
Midwives in Washington State are licensed, independent, primary maternity care providers as
authorized by RCW 18.50 and RCW 18.79.  Midwifery scope of practice includes comprehensive care
or care coordination for women and newborns in birth center, home and hospital settings. Washington
State Licensed Midwives (LMs) and Certified Nurse Midwives (CNMs) have typically attended state and
/or nationally accredited midwifery programs or alternately have completed a course of study that was
determined to be equivalent to WA educational standards as outlined by statute. All LMs take a written
state and national exam after attending 100 births (and various other clinical requirements) under
supervision and many are nationally certified as Certified Professional Midwives.  All CNMs are nationally
certified. Washington State law charges the Department of Health with assuring the safety of the public
through the licensure, regulation, and discipline of licensed and certified nurse midwives.  Most LMs
offer planned births at home and/or in freestanding birth centers, a few have held hospital privileges.
Most CNMs offer hospital birth, and a growing number offer planned births at home and/or in
freestanding birth centers.

Midwives create a culture of safety by providing comprehensive maternity care.
Monitoring the physical and psychosocial wellbeing of mother and baby throughout the childbearing
cycle is integral to midwifery care. The mother receives comprehensive prenatal care, as well as
handson support and monitoring during active labor.  Midwives also provide intensive postpartum
attention; care for the mother and newborn at this important time includes help with lactation as needed.
Care is focused on evidencebased support for normal physiologic birth. Interventions are available
when clinically indicated.  Midwives are trained to be experts in normal pregnancy, birth and postpartum.
Midwives continuously assess risk and coordinate transfers of care as needed for women or babies
who develop complications beyond their scope of practice.

Midwives facilitate quality care by engaging in a shared decisionmaking process with clients.
A pregnant woman’s right to bodily integrity and selfdetermination is intrinsic to the midwifery and
medical professions and is a foundational principle of organizations responsible for promoting quality
maternity care. Shared decisionmaking is an extension of the ethical principle of autonomy. Evidence
suggests that greater client/patient involvement in care results in improved health outcomes and higher
levels of client/patient satisfaction. Midwives engage women and families in shared decisionmaking to
promote the individualization of care. Likewise, licensed and certified nurse midwives determine their
professional competencies and boundaries within their scope of practice and experience.  A midwife
honors the decision of a woman in her care as long as the following conditions are met:

• The midwife and the mother engage in a thorough process of shared decisionmaking. Clients
may sign forms documenting the education, decisionmaking, and informed consent process.
• The decision does not require the midwife to break the law or to compromise her own personal
or professional integrity thereby putting the midwife in a position of negligence.
• The mother demonstrates competence and willingness to accept responsibility for the potential
risks and results of her decision.

Midwives use ongoing screening to promote healthy outcomes for mothers and babies.
The midwife exercises clinical judgment in the selection of candidates most likely to experience healthy
outcomes when planning childbirth at home or in a freestanding birth center. The best candidates are
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women who are essentially healthy with a full term singleton fetus in vertex presentation. These women
and their partners also demonstrate the knowledge, capacity, and judgment to choose a planned birth at
home or in a freestanding birth center and to adapt to the changeable nature of pregnancy, labor, and
birth for both mother and newborn. In the case of complications, model midwifery practice utilizes
consultation, collaboration, or referral according to the midwife’s clinical practice guidelines and the
MAWS Indications for Discussion, Consultation, and Transfer of Care.

Midwives have collaborative relationships with medical providers and transfer to hospitals
when additional care is clinically indicated.
The evidence for quality planned home and birth center birth services highlight the responsibility of the
LM or CNM and the local obstetrical system to coordinate communication and transfer of care as
needed to achieve optimal outcomes.  As primary maternity care providers, midwives provide ongoing
screening for women and babies in their care. When conditions arise that warrant additional medical
care, midwives facilitate the appropriate consultation, collaboration, or referral.

Clarification about consultation, collaboration and referral can be found in MAWS’ Core Document:
Indications for Discussion, Consultation, and Transfer of Care which define these interactions between
midwives and other healthcare providers and also outline guidelines about when midwives refer for
deviations from normal.

A small percentage of planned home and birth center births require transfer to a hospital during the
intrapartum or postpartum period.

Transfers that are deemed to be urgent are made to the nearest, most appropriate hospital. Nonurgent
transfers are made to the hospital chosen by the woman and the midwife as part of their prenatal
planning.

See MAWS’ Transfer of Care Guidelines for Planned Births at Home and in Freestanding Birth Centers
(formerly known as MAWS’ Planned OutofHospital Birth Transport Guideline) for more details on this
coordinated process.

To further enhance the safety of transfers of care from planned births at home and in freestanding birth
centers, MAWS coordinates a project called Smooth Transitions which promotes interprofessional
dialogue between WA midwives and hospital staff.  Smooth Transitions is a project of the Washington
State Perinatal Collaborative (WSPC).  The WSPC is a community of public and private organizations,
agencies and individuals committed to improving care and outcomes for pregnant mothers, newborns
and infants.

For more information about Smooth Transitions or to find out how your hospital can get involved, visit:
http://www.washingtonmidwives.org/documents/SmoothTransitionsHospitalTransportQIProject.pdf.

For Current Research on Planned Birth at Home and in Freestanding Birth Centers, visit:
http://www.washingtonmidwives.org/forhcprofessionals/currentresearchhc.html

To read MAWS’ Indications for Discussion, Consultation and Transfer of Care, visit:
http://www.washingtonmidwives.org/formidwives/indicationsconsultation.html

MAWS Position Statement on Birth Setting in Washington, November 2013
This document is a publication of MAWS, the Midwives’ Association of Washington State.  It is adapted with permission from a
position statement created by NYSALM, the New York Association of Licensed Midwives.

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Ffor-midwives%2Findications-consultation.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEAlnQmGdO_z6cb8znI5x8FfjdPyw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Ffor-midwives%2Findications-consultation.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEAlnQmGdO_z6cb8znI5x8FfjdPyw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Ffor-midwives%2Findications-consultation.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEAlnQmGdO_z6cb8znI5x8FfjdPyw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Fdocuments%2FMAWS-OOH-transport-policy0211.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHhqrYv6aGWWMVsELO-KHRYK91fag
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.waperinatal.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGqIeDqJF4yJ3wNf68thZPAnjkGgg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.waperinatal.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGqIeDqJF4yJ3wNf68thZPAnjkGgg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Fdocuments%2FSmooth-Transitions-Hospital-Transport-QI-Project.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEkYiSIKxMOnzmHUWrEO3abovQ9VA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Ffor-hcprofessionals%2Fcurrent-research-hc.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEQrQYaQ0xirE9OTUlcuom1erbRIg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Ffor-midwives%2Findications-consultation.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEAlnQmGdO_z6cb8znI5x8FfjdPyw


REFERENCES:

American College of Nurse Midwives (ACNM) Position Statement on Home Birth, 2011. (PDF)
http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000251/Home%20Birth%20Aug%
202011.pdf

American Public Health Association (APHA).  Increasing Access to OutofHospital Maternity Care Services through
StateRegulated and NationallyCertified DirectEntry Midwives (Policy Statement), 2001.
http://www.apha.org/advocacy/policy/policysearch/default.htm?id=242

Association of Women’s Health, Obstetric, and Neonatal Nurses (AWHONN).  Midwifery  (Position
Statement), 2009.
http://www.awhonn.org/awhonn/binary.content.do;jsessionid=C6F7DF79D06C195F225BD289BAD09F4D?name=Res
ources/Documents/pdf/5_Midwifery.pdf

Birth at Home: New Zealand's Position, Summer 2011.
http://www.washingtonmidwives.org/documents/BirthathomeNZposition.pdf

Canadian Association of Midwives (CAM). Midwifery Care and Normal Birth: Position Statement, 2010.
www.canadianmidwives.org/DATA/DOCUMENT/CAM_ENG_Midwifery_Care_Normal_Birth_FINAL_Nov_2010.pdf

Canadian Association of Midwives (CAM). Position Statement on Home Birth, 2001.
http://www.canadianmidwives.org/DATA/DOCUMENT/PSHomeBirth_ENG200103.pdf

Cochrane Database Review: Planned hospital versus planned home birth, Sept 2012.
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD000352.pub2/abstract?deniedAccessCustomisedMessage=&
userIsAuthenticated=false

Cochrane Database Review: Midwifeled versus other models of care for childbearing women, 2009.
http://summaries.cochrane.org/CD004667/midwifeledversusothermodelsofcareforchildbearingwomen

Coalition for Improving Maternity Care Services (CIMS).  The MotherFriendly Childbirth Initiative, 1996.
http://www.motherfriendly.org/MFCI/

Home Birth Summit Consensus Summit Common Ground Statements, October 2011.
http://www.homebirthsummit.org/

International Confederation of Midwives’ Position Statement on Home Birth, 2011.
http://www.internationalmidwives.org/assets/uploads/documents/Position%20Statements%20%20English/PS2011_
010%20ENG%20Home%20Birth.pdf

Jolivet, R, et al (Childbirth Connection).  Transforming Maternity Care  2020 Vision for a High Quality,
High Value Maternity Care System, and Blueprint for Action, 2010. http://transform.childbirthconnection.org/vision/
http://transform.childbirthconnection.org/blueprint/

Midwives Alliance of North America (MANA).  Statement of Values and Ethics, 2010.
http://mana.org/valuesethics.html

Midwives Alliance of North America (MANA). Home Birth Position Statement, 1994.
http://mana.org/positions.html#Home%20Birth

MAWS Position Statement on Birth Setting in Washington, November 2013
This document is a publication of MAWS, the Midwives’ Association of Washington State.  It is adapted with permission from a
position statement created by NYSALM, the New York Association of Licensed Midwives.

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midwife.org%2FACNM%2Ffiles%2FACNMLibraryData%2FUPLOADFILENAME%2F000000000251%2FHome%2520Birth%2520Aug%25202011.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGn38Y_ALhi1oVwWgYKd_Y-VzZxhA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midwife.org%2FACNM%2Ffiles%2FACNMLibraryData%2FUPLOADFILENAME%2F000000000251%2FHome%2520Birth%2520Aug%25202011.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGn38Y_ALhi1oVwWgYKd_Y-VzZxhA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midwife.org%2FACNM%2Ffiles%2FACNMLibraryData%2FUPLOADFILENAME%2F000000000251%2FHome%2520Birth%2520Aug%25202011.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGn38Y_ALhi1oVwWgYKd_Y-VzZxhA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midwife.org%2FACNM%2Ffiles%2FACNMLibraryData%2FUPLOADFILENAME%2F000000000251%2FHome%2520Birth%2520Aug%25202011.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGn38Y_ALhi1oVwWgYKd_Y-VzZxhA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.apha.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fpolicy%2Fpolicysearch%2Fdefault.htm%3Fid%3D242&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFGQ2Yw6ls83C8lwsYSbjMn-Psm9w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.apha.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fpolicy%2Fpolicysearch%2Fdefault.htm%3Fid%3D242&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFGQ2Yw6ls83C8lwsYSbjMn-Psm9w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.apha.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fpolicy%2Fpolicysearch%2Fdefault.htm%3Fid%3D242&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFGQ2Yw6ls83C8lwsYSbjMn-Psm9w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.awhonn.org%2Fawhonn%2Fbinary.content.do%3Bjsessionid%3DC6F7DF79D06C195F225BD289BAD09F4D%3Fname%3DResources%2FDocuments%2Fpdf%2F5_Midwifery.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGGgprcZzpnfqnj2Kssru83_3hnoQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.awhonn.org%2Fawhonn%2Fbinary.content.do%3Bjsessionid%3DC6F7DF79D06C195F225BD289BAD09F4D%3Fname%3DResources%2FDocuments%2Fpdf%2F5_Midwifery.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGGgprcZzpnfqnj2Kssru83_3hnoQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.awhonn.org%2Fawhonn%2Fbinary.content.do%3Bjsessionid%3DC6F7DF79D06C195F225BD289BAD09F4D%3Fname%3DResources%2FDocuments%2Fpdf%2F5_Midwifery.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGGgprcZzpnfqnj2Kssru83_3hnoQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.awhonn.org%2Fawhonn%2Fbinary.content.do%3Bjsessionid%3DC6F7DF79D06C195F225BD289BAD09F4D%3Fname%3DResources%2FDocuments%2Fpdf%2F5_Midwifery.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGGgprcZzpnfqnj2Kssru83_3hnoQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Fdocuments%2FBirth-at-homeNZposition.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHTaJ_JDg7Rav85dGQC_8mrnJilkw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Fdocuments%2FBirth-at-homeNZposition.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHTaJ_JDg7Rav85dGQC_8mrnJilkw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canadianmidwives.org%2FDATA%2FDOCUMENT%2FCAM_ENG_Midwifery_Care_Normal_Birth_FINAL_Nov_2010.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGL3F-s_wKVMsOSEAFMGY5OA_8CYw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canadianmidwives.org%2FDATA%2FDOCUMENT%2FCAM_ENG_Midwifery_Care_Normal_Birth_FINAL_Nov_2010.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGL3F-s_wKVMsOSEAFMGY5OA_8CYw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canadianmidwives.org%2FDATA%2FDOCUMENT%2FPSHomeBirth_ENG200103.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFedTlTV6lkVACuwaLG00qr981LUw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canadianmidwives.org%2FDATA%2FDOCUMENT%2FPSHomeBirth_ENG200103.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFedTlTV6lkVACuwaLG00qr981LUw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fonlinelibrary.wiley.com%2Fdoi%2F10.1002%2F14651858.CD000352.pub2%2Fabstract%3FdeniedAccessCustomisedMessage%3D%26userIsAuthenticated%3Dfalse&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG8q4dwemmni-duClRJTnj3Fge1tg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fonlinelibrary.wiley.com%2Fdoi%2F10.1002%2F14651858.CD000352.pub2%2Fabstract%3FdeniedAccessCustomisedMessage%3D%26userIsAuthenticated%3Dfalse&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG8q4dwemmni-duClRJTnj3Fge1tg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fonlinelibrary.wiley.com%2Fdoi%2F10.1002%2F14651858.CD000352.pub2%2Fabstract%3FdeniedAccessCustomisedMessage%3D%26userIsAuthenticated%3Dfalse&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG8q4dwemmni-duClRJTnj3Fge1tg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fsummaries.cochrane.org%2FCD004667%2Fmidwife-led-versus-other-models-of-care-for-childbearing-women&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFBCbSq5Brg6xUEQpmOODXcbfzM9w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fsummaries.cochrane.org%2FCD004667%2Fmidwife-led-versus-other-models-of-care-for-childbearing-women&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFBCbSq5Brg6xUEQpmOODXcbfzM9w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.motherfriendly.org%2FMFCI%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEF1JaNICf-bSeIN_QDTYxISRuDWA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.motherfriendly.org%2FMFCI%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEF1JaNICf-bSeIN_QDTYxISRuDWA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.homebirthsummit.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEu1ojZbVcVqbWLotrkKlMCpHKlhQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.homebirthsummit.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEu1ojZbVcVqbWLotrkKlMCpHKlhQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.internationalmidwives.org%2Fassets%2Fuploads%2Fdocuments%2FPosition%2520Statements%2520-%2520English%2FPS2011_010%2520ENG%2520Home%2520Birth.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNERdZ9hm4Nf69PMCRko6OTJg6Hn1w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.internationalmidwives.org%2Fassets%2Fuploads%2Fdocuments%2FPosition%2520Statements%2520-%2520English%2FPS2011_010%2520ENG%2520Home%2520Birth.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNERdZ9hm4Nf69PMCRko6OTJg6Hn1w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Ftransform.childbirthconnection.org%2Fvision%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHwzZu0sR9cjxch3WFQXw2GJsU6WA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Ftransform.childbirthconnection.org%2Fvision%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHwzZu0sR9cjxch3WFQXw2GJsU6WA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Ftransform.childbirthconnection.org%2Fblueprint%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHBLbwwVX7T69i7pq9QCuYuxqP8jQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Ftransform.childbirthconnection.org%2Fvision%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHwzZu0sR9cjxch3WFQXw2GJsU6WA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Ftransform.childbirthconnection.org%2Fblueprint%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHBLbwwVX7T69i7pq9QCuYuxqP8jQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmana.org%2Fvaluesethics.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE-wzbeXcTSBTiypakYsNUjrXWtQA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmana.org%2Fabout-us%2Fstatement-of-values-and-ethics&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFff5MtZEJS07IW240iLLfBjQuW-A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmana.org%2Fpositions.html%23Home%2520Birth&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGbDRnru0LpuTFVVj8UF89jUOknxw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmana.org%2Fpdfs%2FMANAPositionStatements.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG88kh9xETvOVmuLF_B5DT9rnQWiA


Midwives Association of Washington State (MAWS).  Shared DecisionMaking (Position Statement),
2008.http://www.washingtonmidwives.org/documents/SharedDecisionMakingPOSITIONSTATEMENT4.15.pdf

Midwives Association of Washington State (MAWS). Indications for Discussion, Consultation, and Transfer of Care
in an OutofHospital Midwifery Practice, 2008.
http://www.washingtonmidwives.org/documents/MAWSindications4.24.08.pdf or
http://www.washingtonmidwives.org/formidwives/indicationsconsultation.html

Midwives Association of Washington State (MAWS). MAWS’ Transfer of Care Guidelines for Planned Births at
Home and in Freestanding Birth Centers AKA MAWS’ Planned OutofHospital Birth Transport Guideline, Feb 2011.
http://www.washingtonmidwives.org/documents/MAWSOOHtransportpolicy0211.pdf

National Perinatal Association, (NPA).  Choice of Birth Setting (Position Paper), 2008.
http://www.nationalperinatal.org/advocacy/pdf/ChoiceofBirthSetting.pdf

New Zealand College of Midwives (NZCOM). Normal Birth Consensus Statement, July 2009.
http://www.midwife.org.nz/qualitypractice/consensusstatementsandguidelines

NYSALM, the New York Association of Licensed Midwives. Position Statement on Planned Home Birth in New
York, July 2011.
http://www.nysalm.org/newyork/files/ccLibraryFiles/Filename/000000000015/NYSALM%20PHB%20Position%20Stat
ement%20July%202011_FINAL.pdf

Royal College of Midwives of the UK (RCOM) and the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG)
Joint Statement on Home Births, April 2007 http://www.rcm.org.uk/EasySiteWeb/GatewayLink.aspx?alId=25815

Royal College of Midwives (RCM). Normal Childbirth (Position Statement), 2007.
http://www.rcm.org.uk/EasysiteWeb/getresource.axd?AssetID=121557&servicetype=Attachment

Sakala C, Corry M. EvidenceBased Maternity Care: What It Is and What It Can Achieve.  NY, NY: Milbank
Memorial Fund. 2008.NYSALM Position Statement on Planned Home Birth in New York, July 2011. EXCERPTS
related to Midwifery care. http://www.childbirthconnection.org/pdfs/evidencebasedmaternitycare.pdf

Supporting Healthy and Normal Physiologic Childbirth Joint Position Statement by ACNM, MANA & NACPM (the
National Association of Certified Professional Midwives) http://www.nacpm.org/normalbirthjointstatement.html
http://www.nacpm.org/documents/NormalPhysiologicBirthStatement.pdf

Washington State Department of Health Midwifery Statute:
RCW 18.50 Midwifery: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.50
RCWs and WACs related to Midwifery:
http://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/ProfessionsNewReneworUpdate/Midwife/Laws.aspx

MAWS Position Statement on Birth Setting in Washington, November 2013
This document is a publication of MAWS, the Midwives’ Association of Washington State.  It is adapted with permission from a
position statement created by NYSALM, the New York Association of Licensed Midwives.

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Fdocuments%2FShared-Decision-Making-POSITION-STATEMENT4.15.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGqMfeqb-VUMwcySaJ1d6LC34Bl_Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Fdocuments%2FShared-Decision-Making-POSITION-STATEMENT4.15.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGqMfeqb-VUMwcySaJ1d6LC34Bl_Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Fdocuments%2FMAWS%2520indications%25204.24.08.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGN_yFGs4HzeZsfxrIWrhkfgou7hw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Fdocuments%2FMAWS%2520indications%25204.24.08.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGN_yFGs4HzeZsfxrIWrhkfgou7hw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Fdocuments%2FMAWS-indications-4.24.08.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH8K-kv179rTPDzXRzzNZJsKmbF6Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Ffor-midwives%2Findications-consultation.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEAlnQmGdO_z6cb8znI5x8FfjdPyw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Fdocuments%2FMAWS-OOH-transport-policy0211.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHhqrYv6aGWWMVsELO-KHRYK91fag
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Fdocuments%2FMAWS-OOH-transport-policy0211.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHhqrYv6aGWWMVsELO-KHRYK91fag
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Fdocuments%2FMAWS-OOH-transport-policy0211.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHhqrYv6aGWWMVsELO-KHRYK91fag
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalperinatal.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fpdf%2FChoice-of-Birth-Setting.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGuxUwMZA3ILn-WWc3GPgtmt9dW3A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalperinatal.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fpdf%2FChoice-of-Birth-Setting.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGuxUwMZA3ILn-WWc3GPgtmt9dW3A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midwife.org.nz%2Findex.cfm%2F3%2C108%2C559%2Fnormal-birth-ratified-agm-2006-refs-2009.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH-PAW1J7GBdorOrFwuNMOsdL9Yow
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midwife.org.nz%2Fquality-practice%2Fconsensus-statements-and-guidelines&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHlUzFIzy_9ip87gPnz7kEqC9swkw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nysalm.org%2Fnewyork%2Ffiles%2FccLibraryFiles%2FFilename%2F000000000015%2FNYSALM%2520PHB%2520Position%2520Statement%2520July%25202011_FINAL.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGNoBY0IW0lvj5zL9ZkNqPXcQzXyA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nysalm.org%2Fnewyork%2Ffiles%2FccLibraryFiles%2FFilename%2F000000000015%2FNYSALM%2520PHB%2520Position%2520Statement%2520July%25202011_FINAL.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGNoBY0IW0lvj5zL9ZkNqPXcQzXyA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nysalm.org%2Fnewyork%2Ffiles%2FccLibraryFiles%2FFilename%2F000000000015%2FNYSALM%2520PHB%2520Position%2520Statement%2520July%25202011_FINAL.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGNoBY0IW0lvj5zL9ZkNqPXcQzXyA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nysalm.org%2Fnewyork%2Ffiles%2FccLibraryFiles%2FFilename%2F000000000015%2FNYSALM%2520PHB%2520Position%2520Statement%2520July%25202011_FINAL.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGNoBY0IW0lvj5zL9ZkNqPXcQzXyA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcm.org.uk%2FEasySiteWeb%2FGatewayLink.aspx%3FalId%3D25815&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGdij94NLwuG8BqYw7QqVML3JTL3w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcm.org.uk%2FEasySiteWeb%2FGatewayLink.aspx%3FalId%3D25815&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGdij94NLwuG8BqYw7QqVML3JTL3w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcm.org.uk%2FEasysiteWeb%2Fgetresource.axd%3FAssetID%3D121557%26servicetype%3DAttachment&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEd6giVbWZAhi-TK2wCUq-O_1UTfQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcm.org.uk%2FEasysiteWeb%2Fgetresource.axd%3FAssetID%3D121557%26servicetype%3DAttachment&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEd6giVbWZAhi-TK2wCUq-O_1UTfQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.childbirthconnection.org%2Fpdfs%2Fevidence-based-maternity-care.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFQ1meZEcupkx5Kj2Ym4Cld3sRRUw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonmidwives.org%2Ffor-hcprofessionals%2Fcurrent-research-hc.html%234&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGrH4n_8goU9g8D1HYk67SMlM8RFg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.childbirthconnection.org%2Fpdfs%2Fevidence-based-maternity-care.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFQ1meZEcupkx5Kj2Ym4Cld3sRRUw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nacpm.org%2Fnormal-birth-joint-statement.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHyLvMY4aJgpY_lEQvJKYR0ZSrmiQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nacpm.org%2Fnormal-birth-joint-statement.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHyLvMY4aJgpY_lEQvJKYR0ZSrmiQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fapps.leg.wa.gov%2FRCW%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fcite%3D18.50&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFpfznGjympmuSBf91ygZFDOstQRw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.doh.wa.gov%2FLicensesPermitsandCertificates%2FProfessionsNewReneworUpdate%2FMidwife%2FLaws.aspx&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEJvz-Oc3Qx4XjKsrItz-OcRz7zzg

